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which killed Colonel Talbot and some thirty of his men;

''!/                              after which the brave Gouache retired in good order towards

]'.?'                              the  French  camp without the English general venturing

,1                             to attack again.    This brilliant affair was much talked of in

b.                             the two armies.1    When the Emperor heard of it he raised

j*4                              Captain Gouache to major, promoted the other officers, and

1^                             gave eight decorations in the company.
H                                  After having mentioned a fact so glorious for the French

'i                             arms, I ought to report one no less creditable to the Spaniards,

^                            The guerrillero Don Julian Sanchez, having voluntarily shut

'l\                            himself in Ciudad Rodrigo with Ms two hundred horsemen,

f 1                            did good service by making frequent attacks on our trenches.

,|j                            At length, when the want of forage caused the presence of

Af,                            200 horses to be a trouble to the garrison, Sanchez left the

i4                           town with his men one dark night, and, crossing the bridge

11                           over the Agreda, the approaches to which N"eyhad omitted to

\\                           block, fell on our outposts, killed several men, pierced our

I Is                            lines, and went off to join, the English army.

0$                                 The siege of Rodrigo nearly cost me my life; not by the

f,|  i                        enemy's fire, but by reason of an illness which I contracted

I1                              in the following manner/   The neighbourhood of the town,
being infertile,  is thickly inhabited, and there had been
much difficulty in finding quarters for the marshal near the
trenches.    Finally he   was   put into an isolated  building
situated in a spot commanding the town and suburbs.    As
the siege promised to last long, and there was no lodging for
the staff close by, we hired, at our own cost, some planks and
beams, and erected a large room, where we were sheltered
from sun and rain, and slept on boards, which, though rough,

| I                           kept us clear of the damp rising from the soil    But the

I I                           marshal was inconvenienced from the outset in his  stone

];!                           building by an intolerable stench, and on inquiry it was

\\                           found that the building tad been used to keep sheep in.

'U|                           jtfassena proceeded to set his affections on our extempore

house; but, not liking to use his authority to eject us, came

[ * See Napier, XL ch. 4- He relates the incident in much the same
terns, only maMng the strength of the French rather greater and the
"English loss a good deal less.]nt.    The Emperor, observing this
